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may be considered as causal, whether taken together or singly,
but that only one or more of them are the causes. These
particular attributes must be determined by some evidence,
because all the doctors agree that one may not at random
hit upon some of the attributes as the causal ones.1

According to the majority of the doctors, in order to be
the cause for a prohibition or permission, an attribute,
must be "convenient" (munasib}, that is, it must be
such that, when joined with the value, it would re-
sult in the accruing of a benefit or the removal of a dam-
age, the benefit and the damage viewed from the stand-
point of the sharfah. Fasting, for example, is useful
to mankind from the standpoint of the shari'ah, in subduing
the animal nature, though harmful from the medical view-
point.2 According to the Kashf3 the attribute is " con-
venient/7 if it is like the attributes considered " convenient "
by the early Moslems, " who used to consider as causes
those attributes which were proper to the values." Again,
according to the Kashf, Al-Gazali held that an attribute is
" convenient," if the connection of the value to it would
lead to a useful purpose (maslahah) ; for example, in the
case of the prohibition of wine-drinking, the " convenient"
attribute is the property of wine to destroy reason. Accord-
ing to others, that attribute is " convenient" which appeals
to reason as the proper one.4

Besides being "convenient," the attribute must also
be "effective" (mu'ath-thir) if its use for qiyas is to be
obligatory (w&jib), but it is valid (sahfih) to apply a qiyas
on the basis of an attribute which is only " convenient,"
without being " effective." 5 According to some of the

1 Kashf, p. 1070.                                    2 Talwih, p. 473.

3 P. 1072.                                             4 Sihawkani, p. 200.

* Talwih, p. 475; Kashf, p. 1073.